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Ih~"'JQuestfor Meaning
Graduating Class of 19--,
Honored Guests, and
Friends:
Twenty years ago, about this time of year, I sat in an
auditorium in Rome. A buddy and I had come on leave,
from camp to city, to see Puccini's opera, Madame
Butterfly.
Something happened that day in the opera house
that influenced my decision to be a teacher" and I believe that similar experiences have happened to you to
bring you here today. For a commencement means the
end and the beginning.
How can this be? Let me answer by posing three
questions:
How can man learn to accept the darkness and light
of each day? (The paradox of love and hate.)
\\Thy is it darkest before dawn? (The paradox of pain
and joy.)
Why is it that we need to learn and yet find out that
learning is not enough? (The paradox of the quest
of meaning.)
LOVE

AND

Japan, it is not to another fine day, but a day of sorrow.
He has married an American girl. Reluctantly, ineptly,
he tells Butterfly that what once existed between them
is now dead. The climax of the opera swells upon the
barren stage of tragedy. Golden Butterfly with broken
wings, disgraced once because she renounced the tradition of her people, disgraced now because her vigil is
futile. She bids her child farewell, gives him a doll and

HATE

Any soldier who has been overseas can tell you a great
deal about the paradox of love and hate. At the age of
twenty-four I along with thousands of other American
soldiers hated Italians. We had good cause; they wereor had been-c-the enemies. We were away from home,
from our parents, our wives, our children. We had lost
numbers of men at Anzio and Cassino. There was
plenty of reason to hate and to feel sorry for ourselves.
Yet there I was in the La Scala Opera House, responding to the magnificent music and story of an
I talian opera. The story was a simple but universal one.
An American naval officer, Pinkerton, had come to
Japan on leave and had fallen in love with a Japanese
girl, who has the exquisitely-fitting Japanese name of
Butterfly. He had facetiously promised to marry her for
999 years, with the provision that he could annul the
marriage when convenient. Their love affair had some
beautiful and tender moments, but the sacrifices that the
girl makes for those moments are not appreciated by the
naval officer. She renounces her religion for his sake,
and when he is called back to duty, she remains faithful
to him, his religion, and his country, even though she is
condemned by her uncle for so doing. As he departs,
not knowing that they will have a child, she sings to him
the poignant and tragically ironic love song, "Un bel di"
(One Fine Day), When Pinkerton finally returns to
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The Quest [or Meaning

an American flag to play with, and plunges a dagger into
her throat. The tragedy of her action is ironically
heightened by strains of music from "Un be! di,JJ the
love music of former days.
After that opera I was spellbound, deeply troubled.
What was an American doing, playing the villain, posing
as an enemy? How could hate ever be connected with
an American? I could not answer those questions, though
I knew Puccini meant for me to. So I took another look
at the culture that could encourage a Puccini and a
Mussolini alike, and in doing that I took another look at
my own hate, and I stopped looking at my own hurt.
I looked around me and I saw a people reduced to black
marketeering and prostitution. I saw little boys-tykes
not older than eight or ten, accosting GIs, offering their
sisters for a few lira or for some chocolate and cigarettes.
I saw a nation without young men----only old men rummaging through the garbage outside the mess hall, where
GIs had scraped leftovers in their mess kits, and old
men in alleys, selling blackmarketed soap and vino. I
had stopped feeling sorry for myself, and I stopped hating Italians.
I guess you could say that I fell in love with people
in trouble-with
the thousands, the millions of people
I did not know, I would never know-the
same ones
I had previously hated.
But love is not enough. I sensed what Puccini had
achieved, an art form in which he helped Italians and
Americans and all the people in the world see for themselves that love is not enough. I could see what we
Americans had done; we thought we had liberated the
world, so highly did we regard freedom, so much did
we want others to have freedom. But we had also imprisoned ourselves. Like Lt. Pinkerton, we were also
human. I wondered how many children we had fathered
and left overseas-how many Italian girls, German girls,
Japanese girls were loved and left, with only seeds in the
Spring and no promise of tall, straight oaks in the Fall.
Terrible moral consequences always follow the conclusion of any war, the defeat or the liberation of any
people. The moral issue is most poignantly symbolized
by the needs of young men and women and the society
that no longer has the moral strength to understand
them. It would have been easy to substitute a new hate
for the old one-to call soldiers, instead of Italians, inhuman, selfish brutes. The saving grace was the fact I
could not judge them, for that would have been to judge
myself. We were not bad, We were well-intentioned
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but we did not understand. We were lonely; we had no
Tomorrow. But we did love. If I saw in the Italians not
only the greatness of Puccini but also the humanity, the
suffering, of women and children, how could I hate the
men whom they loved and lost? What are soldiers?
Enemies? Men? How easy is it to love and to hate!
How hard to understand!
It must have been then, although I did not know it,
that I made up my mind. I had to find out, to seek
the meaning of the paradox of enemies that I could both
love and hate and the paradox of love that healed hate
but also exposed man to an even greater pain-the
pain
of learning. To quest for meaning means to believe that
truth shall set man free, but sometimes the truth is far
from what we think it will be, and what we learn is
painful both to have learned and to have accepted.
My experience as a soldier in Italy was the first of
several but probably the most important reason why I
became a teacher. At first I thought I wanted to teach
music. Undoubtedly I was influenced by the example of
Puccini. How could I offer in the classroom an art form
of teaching that matched his art at the La Scala? But
I soon found out that I had set my sights too high. My
ambition and my talents did not match. I did not know
anything. It was a humbling moment when I had to
'admit that I 'was a cub scout lost in the jungle of knowledge. But it was the best moment of my life-to tell the
truth-to
say that I was just a beginning student, because the quest for meaning then became as joyful as
it was painful.
Thus it was that I learned to accept the darkness and
the light of each day.

JOY

AND

PAIN

The pardox of joy and pain can be explained this
way: it means to be stripped of most illusions. The
paradox leads to a resolution; it means to discover that
transformation (i.e., the joy of learning) comes with
information {i.e., the pain of learning). In my case it
meant to stop forcing myself to live up to the concepts
I had of myself or that society had held up to me-the
mirror of a heroic, loving, powerful American. It meant
to learn the difference between ambition and dedication;
ambition which describes the love of force and dedication which describes the force of love. I discovered that
only as I devoted myself to the study of something other
than myself did I become transformed by the force of
love-i.e., the confidence that comes when you know

The Quest for Meaning

what you are doing. It is literally a miracle--the results
of being informed.
As you explore and describe the visible world, as you
come to know and live with another person, you actually
unveil and integrate into consciousness what has been
thus resisted and hidden by the love of force. To quest
for meaning is to take down your umbrella and to stop
hiding under the shadow of your fears and your inertia.
This is just a paper world, this thing man calls society.
The only reality is personality-the personality of people,
of butterflies, of flowers, of trees, of animals, of the sea,
of the mountain, of outer space, of God. Therefore,
when you become informed-about
the good or bad of
yourself, about the good or bad of society, about the
personality and impersonality (indifference) of the universe-and you can admit the paradox and you can seek
for a resolution of it and you can embrace the truth of
your discovery do you become transformed. You undergo a radical change of your nature, for you have undertaken a renovation of your understanding both of the
outer world and of your own existence.
Hence it is that pain and joy help you to realize why
it must always be darkest before dawn.

KNOWLEDGE

AND

WISDOM

There is one further paradox to discuss: the quest for
meaning itself. To have overcome the paradox of love
and hate and of joy and pain puts us on the road. We
have initiated the quest for meaning. But to be on the
road is no assurance that we will find the meaning of
human existence. For example, the dialectical materialists are in error when they assume that the accumulation
of facts will resolve the war between men-that
there
will be a synthesis of thesis and antithesis. Melville said
at the end of his novel Pierre, after all the facts about
Pierre had been collected, that not yet were all the facts
in. To think we can bring them in is to envision a
Utopia in which human problems don't exist.
And the logical positivists are in error when they turn
their backs on the non-measurable qualities of human
existence. The logical positivists insist that what you
can't measure can't be reaL The love and force of
Madame Butterfly can't be measured, but they exist.
Even if we allow for charts and maps to explain why
audiences hate Lt. Pinkerton, charts and maps do not
explain Lt. Pinkerton; they only explain people's needs
to be accurate and to find meaning. It is better that we
go to the opera and let Puccini speak to us about the

ambiguities of force and love. It was Madame Butterfly
who named her child "Little Trouble" who knows that
life is more than logic. And when she read the inscription on her dagger; "Death with honor is better than
life without honor" did she explain the paradoxical irony
the logical positivists have yet to discover.
Moralists err when they confront us with their righteousness and tell us that we have not scrutinized thoroughly enough the nature of evil. This is a half-truth.
We are bad' enough; that is a truth, but not all bad. The
mystery of human existence is not that we have fallen
down and know not why, beaten down by the forces of
evil-both by our own and by society's-c-but that we
pray and want to know why. The moralists stand on
the shores of disaster and wring their hands, in anguish,
over Madame Butterfly's plight, knee-deep in the muddied waters of her frail existence. The moralists will cry
for her but never think to jump in and help her find
out the meaning of existence.
And the existentialists err when they stop with just a
portrayal of the meaninglessness of human life and the
absurdity of man's plight. Albert Camus, French novelist, has set forth in a variety of ways a portrayal of
this position. In The Rebel, he writes about man's quest
for meaning and his longing for understanding, yet he
"describes man as existing in a universe that is silent to
human inquiry.
In The Myth of Sisyphus, Camus likens mankind unto
the ancient King of Corinth who was condemned to roll
a huge rock up a hill only to have it roll back down
again just as it neared the top. In the same work he
describes the paradox of Don Juan who seeks in every
woman the complete satisfaction of all his desires only
to find that his appetites are insatiable, yet hoping they
might be fulfilled. The answer which Camus and other
existentialists give to the riddle of existence is that man
can only believe in the validity of his own revolt against
the absurdity of his existence.
The trouble with Camus' answer-penetrating
and
moving as it is-is this: It is only Camus' answer. It is
just one answer, as are the answers of the dialectical
materialists, the logical positivists, and the moralists. The
quest for meaning must be our own quest. Others can
help us, but what we rome to know must be our own.
Learning what other men have had to say about life
may reduce prejudices of ignorance, set our bones, and
build our cities. But aping others will never make us
men. We must not imitate our masters but seek instead
3
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Moonshooter
1965

what they sought.
I have mentioned a point in Camus' existential ph]losophy that I wanted to pursue: by the very nature of
the case, the paradox of the kind of meaning man craves
-transformation through information-cannot
be sought
after as a value in and of itself, for such meaning is
discovered and realized as a by-product of commitment
to values which serve as an overarrhing goal and guiding principle. That is one of the greatest insights in the
Bible, and characteristically it is stated as a paradox:
"Whosoever saves his life will lose it and whosoever
loses his life shall find it." Such was the story of Madame Butterfly, and it is also the point that Camus
suggests in his novels: The answer to life is neither in
blind commitment nor in unbridled freedom; it is neither
in complete individuality nor in absolute identification
within a community; it is neither withdrawing from society in misty contemplation nor uninhibited involvement
within the social order; it is neither complete knowledge
nor lack of it.
Rather it is a wise use of knowledge-the acceptance
of who we are and what we are and the realization that
at best we can only find high moments of meaning which
serve to tell us how to live, to face the inescapable frustrations and uncertainties of existence. But, of course,
these are the things we do not want to face. We want
easy, ready-made answers. We do not want to accept
the fact that there is no complete or final answer which
will give the meaning to the paradox.

The pendulum seems to be swinging back!
Back, that is, from a Sputnik-inspired science
and technology stroke to a renewed humanities,
creative arts emphasis. To lend support to
this trend-more
than 81 Representatives and
29 Senators have introduced bills in Congress
to give Federal support to the humanities,
similar to that given to science through the
National Science Foundation-the
Campanile
Call is proud to participate again in the
Moonshooter supplement. "The Plight of the
Humanities" was prepared by Editorial Projects
for Education, a non-profit organization comprised of the nation's top college and university
magazine editors, sponsored by the American
Alumni Council, of which Whitworth is a
member. As a constituent of a liberal arts and
science college emphasizing the worth of the
individual and his creative expression of
commitment to God in Christ, your careful
study and consideration of "The Quest for
Meaning" and "The Plight of the Humanities"
is of vital importance to the future of higher
education in America.

Therefore, it is very possible that the quest for meaning is to accept the struggle for meaning. To expect it
all to fit like parts of a jigsaw puzzle is to oversimplify
the problem of living and to discount tragedy such as
Madame Butterfly's; yet, to reject the notion that meaning is possible is to defy the fundamental nature of man.
Meaning is discovered when an American meets an
Italian, when East meets West, when man meets man,
when all pretenses are down, when the stark reality of
what we do to each other is seen in all of its hideous
terror on the one hand, and its potential for creative
productivity on the other hand, when hope springs
amid the ruins of disappointment and tragedy. Meaning
is discovered when, in the commencements of life, an "I"
has met a "Thou" and we are left free to think and to
search and to be.
For what we Jearn is not enough. The most important part of learning is the quality of our struggle, to
share with each other what we have learned.
4
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BY EDITORIAL PROJECTS FOR EDUCATION, INC.

____

Amidst great
material well-being,
our culture stands in danger
of losing its very souL

'.1

_

the greatest economic prosperity
ever known by Man;
With scientific accomplishments
unparalleled in human history;
With a technology whose machines and methods
continually revolutionize our way of life:
We are neglecting, and stand in serious danger of
losing, our culture's very soul.
This is the considered judgment of men and women
at colleges and universities throughout the United
States-men
and women whose life's work it is to
study our culture and its "soul." They are scholars
and teachers of the humanities: history, languages,
literature, the arts, philosophy, the history and comparison of law and religion. Their concern is Man
and men-today,
tomorrow, throughout history.
Their scholarship and wisdom are devoted to assessing where we humans are, in relation to where we
have come from-and
where we may be going, in
light of where we are and have been.
Today, examining Western Man and men, many
of them are profoundly troubled by what they see:
an evident disregard, or at best a deep devaluation,
of the things that refine and dignify and give meaning
and heart to our humanity.

W

How

ITH

IS IT NOW with us?" asks a group of
distinguished historians. Their answer: "Without
really intending it, we are on our way to becoming a
dehumanized society."
A group of specialists in Asian studies, reaching
essentially the same conclusion, offers an explanation:
"It is a truism that we are a nation of activists,
problem-solvers, inventors, would-be makers of better mousetraps ....
The humanities in the age of
super-science and super-technology have an increasingly difficult struggle for existence."
"Soberly," reports a committee of the American
Historical Association, "we must say that in American society, for many generations past, the prevailing
concern has been for the conquest of nature, the production of material goods, and the development of a
viable system of democratic government. Hence we
have stressed the sciences, the application of science
through engineering, and the application of engineering or quantitative methods to the economic and
political problems of a prospering republic."

The stress, the historians note, has become even
more intense in recent years. Nuclear fission, the
Communist threat, the upheavals in Africa and Asia,
and the invasion of space have caused our concern
with "practical"
things to be "enormously reinforced."
Says a blue-ribbon "Commission on the Humanities," established as a result of the growing sense of
unease about the non-scientific aspects of human life:
"The result has often been that our social, moral,
and aesthetic development lagged behind our material
advance ....
"The state of the humanities today creates a crisis
for national leadership."

TE

CRISIS, which extends into every home,
into every life, into every section of our society, is
best observed in our colleges and universities. As
both mirrors and creators of our civilization's attitudes, the colleges and universities not only reflect
what is happening throughout society, but often
indicate what is likely to come.
Today, on many campuses, science and engineering
are in the ascendancy. As if in consequence, important
parts of the humanities appear to be on the wane.
Scientists and engineers are likely to command the
best job offers, the best salaries. Scholars in the humanities are likely to receive lesser rewards.
Scientists and engineers are likely to be given financial grants and contracts fortheir research-by government agencies, by foundations, by industry. Scholars
in the humanities are likely to look in vain for such
support.
Scientists and engineers are likely to find many of
the best-qualified students clamoring to join their
ranks. Those in the humanities, more often than not,
must watch helplessly as the talent goes next door.
Scientists and engineers are likely to get new buildings, expensive equipment, well-stocked and up-tothe-minute libraries. Scholars in the humanities, even
allowing for their more modest requirements of physical facilities, often wind up with second-best.
Quite naturally, such conspicuous contrasts have
created jealousies. And they have driven some persons
in the humanities (and some in the sciences, as well)
to these conclusions:
1) The sciences and the humanities are in mortal

competition. As science thrives, the humanities must
languish-and
vice versa.
2) There are only so many physical facilities, so
much money, and so much research and teaching
equipment to go around. Science gets its at the expense of the humanities. The humanities' lot will be
improved only if the sciences' lot is cut back.
To others, both in science and in the humanities,
such assertions sound like nonsense. Our society,
they say, can well afford to give generous support to
both science and the humanities. (Whether or not it
will, they admit, is another question.)
A committee advising the President of the United
States on the needs of science said in 1960:
" ... We repudiate emphatically any notion that
science research and scientific education are the only
kinds of learning that matter to America ....
Obviously a high civilization must not limit its efforts to
science alone. Even in the interests of science itself,
it is essential to give full value and support to the
other great branches of Man's artistic, literary, and
scholarly activity. The advancement of science must
not be accomplished by the impoverishment of anything else .... "
The Commission on the Humanities has said:
"Science is far more than a tool for adding to our
security and comfort. It embraces in its broadest
sense all efforts to achieve valid and coherent views
of reality; as such, it extends the boundaries of experience and adds new dimensions to human character. If the interdependence of science and the humanities were more generally understood, men would
be more likely to become masters of their technology
and not its unthinking servants."
None of which is to deny the existence of differences between science and the humanities, some of
which are due to a lack of communication but others
of which come from deep-seated misgivings that the
scholars in one vineyard may have about the work
and philosophies of scholars in the other. Differences
or no, however, there is little doubt that, if Americans
should choose to give equal importance to both
science and the humanities, there are enough material resources in the U.S. to endow both, amply.

Tus
FAR, however, Americans have not so
chosen. Our culture is the poorer for it.

..

the humanities' view:

•

Mankind
is nothing
without
individual
men.

"Composite man, cross-section man,
organization man, status-seeking man
are not here. It is still one of the
merits of the humanities that they see
man with all his virtues and weaknesses,including his first, middle, and
last names."
DON CAMERON ALLEN

.1.1

_

an educated but practical
American take the vitality of the
humanities as his personal concern?
What possible reason is there for the
business or professional man, say, to trouble himself
with the present predicament of such esoteric fields
as philosophy, exotic literatures, history, and art?
In answer, some quote Hamlet:

W

HY SHOULD

I

I

What is a man

If his chief good and market of his time
Be but to sleep and feed? a beast, no more.
Others, concerned with the effects of science and
technology upon the race, may cite Lewis Mumford:
" ... It is now plain that only by restoring the
human personality to the center of our scheme of
thought can mechanization and automation
be
brought back into the services of life. Until this happens in education, there is not a single advance in
science, from the release of nuclear energy to the
isolation of DNA in genetic inheritance, that may
not, because of our literally absent-minded automation in applying it, bring on disastrous consequences
to the human race."
Says Adlai Stevenson:
"To survive this revolution [of science and technology], education, not wealth and weapons, is our
best hope-that
largeness of vision and generosity of
spirit which spring from contact with the best minds
and treasures of our civilization."

L

COMMISSION
on the Humanities cites five
reasons, among others, why America's need of the
humanities is great:
"I) All men require that a vision be held before
them, an ideal toward which they may strive. Americans need such a vision today as never before in their
history. It is both the dignity and the duty of humanists to offer their fellow-countrymen whatever
understanding can be attained by fallible humanity
of such enduring values as justice, freedom, virtue,
beauty, and truth. Only thus do we join ourselves
to the heritage of our nation and our human kind.
"2) Democracy demands wisdom of the average
man. Without the exercise of wisdom free institutions

1
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and personal liberty are inevitably imperiled. To
know the best that has been thought and said in
former times can make us wiser than we otherwise
might be, and in this respect the humanities are not
merely our, but the world's, best hope.
"3) ...
[Many men] find it hard to fathom the
motives of a country which will spend billions on its
outward defense and at the same time do little to
maintain the creative and imaginative abilities of its
own people. The arts have an unparalleled capability
for crossing the national barriers imposed by language
and contrasting customs. The recently increased
American encouragement of the performing arts is
to be welcomed, and will be welcomed everywhere
as a sign that Americans accept their cultural responsibilities, especially if it serves to prompt a corresponding increase in support for the visual and the
liberal arts. It is by way of the humanities that we
best come to understand cultures other than our own,
and they best to understand ours.
"4) World leadership of the kind which has come
upon the United States cannot rest solely upon superior force, vast wealth, or preponderant technology.
Only the elevation of its goals and the excellence of
its conduct entitle one nation to ask others to follow
its lead. These are things of the spirit. If we appear
to discourage creativity, to demean the fanciful and
the beautiful, to have no concern for man's ultimate
destiny-if, in short, we ignore the humanities-then
both our goals and our efforts to attain them will be
measured with suspicion.
"5) A novel and serious challenge to Americans
is posed by the remarkable increase in their leisure
time. The forty-hour week and the likelihood of a
shorter one, the greater life-expectancy and the earlier
ages of retirement, have com bined to make the blessing of leisure a source of personal and community
concern. 'What shall I do with my spare time' all-tooquickly becomes the question 'Who am I? What shall
I make of my life?' When men and women find
nothing within themselves but emptiness they turn
to trivial and narcotic amusements, and the society
of which they are a part becomes socially delinquent
and potentially unstable. The humanities are the immemorial answer to man's questioning and to his
need for self-expression; they are uniquely equipped
to fill the 'abyss of leisure.' "
The arguments are persuasive. But, aside from the

scholars themselves (who are already convinced), is
anybody listening? Is anybody stirred enough to do
something about "saving" the humanities before it
is too late?
"Assuming it considers the matter at all," says
Dean George C. Branam, "the population as a whole
sees [the death of the liberal arts tradition] only as
the overdue departure of a pet dinosaur.
"It is not uncommon for educated men, after
expressing their overwhelming belief in liberal education, to advocate sacrificing the meager portion found
in most curricula to get in more subjects related to
the technical job training which is now the principal
goal. ...
"The respect they profess, however honestly they
proclaim it, is in the final analysis superficial and
false: they must squeeze in one more math course
for the engineer, one more course in comparative
anatomy for the pre-medical student, one more accounting course for the business major. The business
man does not have to know anything about a Beethoven symphony; the doctor doesn't have to comprehend a line of Shakespeare; the engineer will
perform his job well enough without ever having
heard of Machiavelli. The unspoken assumption is
that the proper function of education is job training
and that alone."
Job training, of course, is one thing the humanities
rarely provide, except for the handful of students
who will go on to become teachers of the humanities
themselves. Rather, as a committee of schoolmen
has put it, "they are fields of study which hold values
for all human beings regardless of their abilities,
interests, or means of livelihood. These studies hold
such values for all men precisely because they are
focused upon universal qualities rather than upon
specific and measurable ends .... [They] help man to
find a purpose, endow him with the ability to criticize
intelligently and therefore to improve his own society,
and establish for the individual his sense of identity
with other men both in his own country and in the
world at large."

Is

THIS reason enough for educated Americans
to give the humanities their urgently needed support?

•

The humanities: "Our lives are
"Upon the humanities depend the
national ethic and morality ...

I

«

the substance they are made of."
... the national use of our
environment and our material accomplishments."

I

_.

... the national aesthetic and
beauty or lack oj it ...

k~

_

•

"A million-dollar
project without,
a million dollars"

HE CRISIS in the humanities involves people,
facilities, and money. The greatest of these,
many believe, is money. With more funds,
the other parts of the humanities' problem
would not be impossible to solve. Without more,
they may well be.
More money would help attract more bright students into the humanities. Today the lack of funds is
turning many of today's most talented young people
into more lucrative fields. "Students are no different
from other people in that they can quickly observe
where the money is available, and draw the logical
conclusion as to which activities their society considers important," the Commission on the Humanities
observes. A dean puts it bluntly: 'The bright student,
as well as a white rat, knows a reward when he sees
one. "
More money would strengthen college and university faculties. In many areas, more faculty members are needed urgently. The American Philosophical
Association, for example, reports: " ...
Teaching
demands will increase enormously in the years immediately to come. The result is: (1) the quality of
humanistic teaching is now in serious danger of deteriorating; (2) qualified teachers are attracted to
other endeavors; and (3) the progress of research and
creative work within the humanistic disciplines falls
far behind that of the sciences."
More money would permit the establishment of
new scholarships, fellowships, and loans to students.

T

More money would stimulate travel and hence
strengthen research. "Even those of us who have
access to good libraries on our own campuses must
travel far afield for many materials essential to
scholarship," say members of the Modern Language
Association.
More money would finance the publication of longoverdue collections of literary works. Collections of
Whitman, Hawthorne, and Melville, for example,
are "officially under way [but] face both scholarly
and financial problems." The same is true of translations of foreign literature. Taking Russian authors as
an example, the Modern Language Association notes:
"The major novels and other works of Turgenev,
Gogol, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, and Chekhov are readily
available, but many of the translations are inferior
and most editions lack notes and adequate introduc-

PROFESSOR GAY WILSON ALLEN, one of the
editors, describes the work on a complete edition
of the writings of Walt Whitman. Because of a
lack of sufficient funds, many important literary
projects are stalled in the United Slates. One indication of the state of affairs: the works of only
two American literary figures-c-Emily Dickinson
and Sidney Lanier-are
considered to have been
collected in editions that need no major revisions.
THUS

tions ....
There are more than half a dozen translations of Crime and Punishment ....
but there is no
English edition of Dostoevsky's critical articles, and
none of his complete published letters. [Other] writers
of outstanding importance ....
have been treated
only in a desultory fashion."
More money would enable historians to enter areas
now covered only adequately. "Additional, more
substantial, or more immediate help," historians say,
is needed for studies of Asia, Russia, Central Europe,
the Middle East, and North Africa; for work in intellectual history; for studying the history of our Western tradition "with its roots in ancient, classical,
Christian, and medieval history"; and for "renewed
emphasis on the history of Western Europe and
America." "As modest in their talents as in their
public position," a committee of the American His-

\\

torical Association says, "our historians too often
have shown themselves timid and pedestrian in approach, dull and unimaginative in their writing. Yet
these are vices that stem from public indifference."
More money would enable some scholars, now engaged in "applied" research in order to get funds, to
undertake "pure" research, where they might be far
more valuable to themselves and to society. An example, from the field of linguistics: Money has been
available in substantial quantities for research related
to foreign-language teaching, to the development of
language-translation
machines, or to military communications. "The results are predictable," says a
report of the Linguistics Society of America. "On
the one hand, the linguist is tempted into subterfugedressing up a problem of basic research to make it
look like applied research. Or, on the other hand, he
is tempted into applied research for which he is not
really ready, because the basic research which must
lie behind it has not yet been done."
More money would greatly stimulate work in
archaeology. "The lessons of Man's past are humbling
ones," Professor William Foxwell Albright, one of
the world's leading Biblical archaeologists, has said.
"They are also useful ones. For if anything is clear,
it is that we cannot dismiss any part of our human
story as irrelevant to the future of mankind." But,
reports the Archaeological Institute of America, "the
knowledge of valuable ancient remains is often permanently lost to us for the lack of as little as $5,000."

that is the great need. But
where will it come from?
Science and technology, in America,
owe much of their present financial
strength-and,
hence, the means behind their spectacular accomplishments-to
the Federal government. Since World War 11, billions of dollars have
flowed from Washington to the nation's laboratories,
including those on many a college and urfiversity
campus.
The humanities have received relatively few such
dollars, most of them earmarked for foreign language
projects and area studies. One Congressional report
showed that virtually all Federal grants for academic
facilities and equipment were spent for science; 87
percent of Federal funds for graduate fellowships
went to science and engineering; by far the bulk of
Federal support of faculty members (more than $60
million) went to science; and most of the Federal
money for curriculum strengthening was spent on
science. Of $1.126 billion in Federal funds for basic
research in 1962, it was calculated that 66 percent
went to the physical sciences, 29 percent to the life
sciences, 3 percent to the psychological sciences, 2
percent to the social sciences, and I percent to "other"
fields. (The figures total 101 percent because fractions
are rounded out.)
The funds-particularly
those for research-were
appropriated on the basis of a c1earcut quid pro quo:
in return for its money, the government would get
research results plainly contributing to the national
welfare, particularly health and defense.
With a few exceptions, activities covered by the
humanities have not been considered by Congress to
contribute sufficiently to "the national welfare" to
qualify for such Federal support.

M
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OREMONEY:

on precisely this point-that
the humanities
are indeed essential to the national welfare-that
persons and organizations active in the humanities
are now basing a strong appeal for Federal support.
The appeal is centered in a report of the Commission on the Humanities, produced by a group of distinguished scholars and non-scholars under the chairmanship of Barnaby C. Keeney, the president of
Brown University, and endorsed by organization
after organization of humanities specialists.
"Traditionally our government has entered areas
T IS

where there were overt difficulties or where an opportunity had opened for exceptional achievement," the
report states. "The humanities fit both categories,
for the potential achievements are enormous while
the troubles stemming from inadequate support are
comparably great. The problems are of nationwide
scope and interest. Upon the humanities depend the
national ethic and morality, the national aesthetic
and beauty or the lack of it, the national use of our
environment and our material accomplishments ....
"The stakes are so high and the issues of such
magnitude that the humanities must have substantial
help both from the Federal government and from
other sources."
The commission's recommendation: "the establishment of a National Humanities Foundation
to
parallel the National Science Foundation, which is so
successfully carrying out the public responsibilities
entrusted to it."

S

om , """eo~c raises important

".06,.,

for Congress and for all Americans.
Is Federal aid, for example, truly necessary? Cannot private sources, along with the states and municipalities which already support much of American
higher education, carry the burden? The advocates
of Federal support point, in reply, to the present
state of the humanities. Apparently such sources of
support, alone, have not been adequate.
Will Federal aid lead inevitably to Federal control?
"There are those who think that the danger of

"Until they want to,
it won't be done."

•

BARNABY

C.

president

and scholar

KEENEY

(opposite

page),

university

in the humanities,

chairs

the Commission on the Humanities, which has
recommended the establishment of a Federally
financed National Humanities Foundation. Will
this lead to Federal interference? Says President
Keeney: "When the people of the U.S. want to
control teaching and scholarship in the humanities, they will do it regardless of whether there is
Federal aid. Until they want to, it won't be done."

Whether or not Washington does assume a role in
financing the humanities, through a National Humanities Foundation or otherwise, this much is certain: the humanities, if they are to regain strength
in this country, must have greater understanding,
backing, and support. More funds from private
sources are a necessity, even if (perhaps especially if)
Federal money becomes available. A diversity of
sources of funds can be the humanities' best insurance
against control by anyone.
Happily, the humanities are one sector of higher
education in which private gifts-even modest giftscan still achieve notable results. Few Americans are
wealthy enough to endow a cyclotron, but there are
many who could, if they would, endow a research
fellowship or help build a library collection in the
humanities.

Federal control is greater in the humanities and the
arts than in the sciences, presumably because politics
will bow to objective facts but not to values and
taste," acknowledges Frederick Burkhardt, president
of the American Council of Learned Societies, one
of the sponsors of the Commission on the Humanities
and an endorser of its recommendation. "The plain
fact is that there is always a danger of exterpal control or interference in education and research, on
both the Federal and local levels, in both the public
and private sectors. The establishment of institutions
and procedures that reduce or eliminate such inter,
ference is one of the great achievements of the democratic system of government and way of life."
Say the committeemen of the American Historical
Association: "A government which gives no support
at all to humane values may be careless of its own
destiny, but that government which gives too much
support (and policy direction) may be more dangerous still. Inescapably, we must somehow increase the
prestige of the humanities and the flow of funds. At
the same time, however grave this need, we must
safeguard the independence, the originality, and the
freedom of expression of those individuals and those
groups and those institutions which are concerned
with liberal learning."
Fearing a serious erosion of such independence,
some persons in higher education flatly oppose Federal support, and refuse it when it is offered.

public and private institutions, in both
small colleges and large universities, the need is urgent. Beyond the campuses, it affects every phase of
the national life.
This is the fateful question:
Do we Americans, amidst our material well-being,
have the wisdom, the vision, and the determination
to save our culture's very soul?
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A PARTIAL
WHITWORTH

VIEW
OF ORIGINAL
ART
DEPARTMENT

WORKS
CREATED
FACULTY

Department

BY

chairman John G. Koehler studies several

of his Northwest
litho prints, left, and finishes
preliminary
sketching
of a colorful oil, above,

later to

be titled, "Carousel." Koehler came to Whitworth
in 1945 and holds a master of fine arts degree from
the University

Evidence

of Oregon.

of faculty

interest

in many

art forms

is the

steel sculpture at left by]. Russell Larson. Further show
of diversity is his unique collage, '<No Other Gods."
below, which was recently exhibited at the General
Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church, Columbus,
Ohio. Larson joined the Whitworth faculty in 1947.
He holds a master's degree and has done graduate study
at Instituto Allende, Gto, Mexico.
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.......-------

Pauline Haas relates the social inequities
that
prompted
her to paint in oil the probing work,

"And They Ask Why," above.

The influence of

residence in Rawalpindi,
West Pakistan, can
be seen in the subject matter of her canvasses below.
Mrs. Haas received a master of fine arts degree
from Indiana University
before coming to

Whitworth

in 1962.
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Seniors Paul Benton, Sumner, and Jay
Grendahl, Moscow, Ida., have been
named as recipients of Danforth and
Woodrow Wilson Foundation fellowships for graduate study, respectively.
Benton, an English major, will be
attending Princeton University and
Grendahl, also an English major, will

Benton

be attending Brown University. Grelldahl is Whitworth's
first Wilson
scholar while Benton is the third to
win a Danforth grant. Dr. Richard
Gray, '54, and Ronald Turner, '61,
preceded him. Jeffry Brandon, Reeds.
port, Ore., roommate of last year's
Rockefeller
Foundation
fellowship
recipient, Terrance Casteel, will be
attending
Princeton
Theological
Seminary as the winner of a Rockefeller fellowship. Teaching assistantships have been awarded to Robert
Sharp,
Spokane,
history, Purdue
University;
John David LaCoste,
Spokane, math, at the University of
Idaho; Carol Thompson, Yakima,
English, at the University of Arkansas; and Paul Juillerat, Spokane,
chemistry, at the University of Idaho.
Dr. Donald Frantz, professor of English, is chairman of the new Faculty
Council on Graduate Study.

•

Dr. Clarence
Simpson, academic
dean, reported
that 16 students
achieved straight-A averages during
the fall semester. Completing 17 hours
of A were Carol Annis, Lafayette,
Calif.; Virginia
Purvis, Colorado
Springs; and Kathleen Strobel, Colville. Spokane residents with A averages were Edwin S. Bennett, Sharon
Lee, Mrs. Carol Lewis, Mrs. Carol
Reeves, Karen Ricketts and Wallace
24

Wittenberg. Other 4.0 students were
Jeffry Brandon,
Reedsport,
Ore. ;
Jane K. Fry, Chowchilla, Calif.; Colleen Jones, Tacoma; Dorothy Lutz,
Denver; David Koopmans, Tacoma;
Vadas Kock Myers, Ritzville; and
Judith Wakefield, Tacoma. Simpson
said that 162 other students achieved
a 3.3 or over academic average for
Dean's Honors.

•

Faculty news, notes and briefs ...
Registrar Estella Baldwin recently rcturned from a seven-week, aroundthe-world tour visiting alumni, friends
and parents of Whitworth students.
Stops included Honolulu; Thailand;
Allahabad,
India; Lebanon;
Holy
Land; Syria; and Cairo, Egypt ...
Dr. David E. Dilworth, chaplain and
chairman of the religion department,
is serving as interim pastor at the
First Presbyterian Church, Spokane
. . . Dr. Hugh Johnston, associate
professor of chemistry, is chairman of
the sixth annual Washington State
High School Science Talent Search
which is affiliated with the Westinghouse Science Scholarship program.
He also was program chairman of the
physical science section of the spring
meeting of the Northwest Scientific
Association.
. Dr. Robert L. MeCleery, dean of students, was elected
national treasurer of the 4500-member American Personnel Association
meeting in Milwaukee. The trip also
included meetings in New York and
Washington, D.C ....
Dr. Homer F.
Cunningham, chairman of the history
department, was appointed by Dr.
Bernard Bucove, director of the
Washington
State Department
of
Health, as a member of the Washington State Hospital and Medical Facilities Advisory Council . . . Dr.
Howard A. Redmond addressed the
Conference on Religion and Higher
Education
at Northwest Nazarene
College, sponsored by the National
Council of Churches, on the topic,
"Divine Power and Goodness: A New
Look at an Old Problem." He also
read a paper to the American Society
for Aesthetics on "The Aesthetic Basis
of Intellectual Judgments." His book,
"The Omnipotence
of God," was
published earlier this year ... Arne
Stueckle, alumni director, and Virgil

Criepp, director of public relations,
attended combined meetings of the
American Alumni Council and the
American College Public Relations
Association ...
Dr. Garland Haas
was named the new chairman of the
political science department under an
administration
revolving chairmanship policy. He also directs the summer European tour ... William G.
Wilson, associate professor of physics
and engineering, was invited and attended the Harvard Project Physics
conference in San Francisco ... Science faculty Dr. Edwin A. Olson,
associate professor of chemistry, Dr.
Morgan webb, assistant professor of
biology, Dr. Robert Winniford, assistant professor of chemistry, and
Mrs. Alfred Gray, assistant professor
of biology, will be attending summer
institutes and conferences in Wyoming, Arizona, Oregon and North Carolina, respectively, under National
Science Foundation supported programs. The duration of the institutes
will vary from three to ten weeks.

•

Jane Fry, 21, a senior English major
from Chowchilla, Calif., was crowned
May Queen to highlight the annual
Parents' Weekend which saw more
than 250 parents visiting the campus. Included in the activities were
the coronation
and honoring
of
princesses Diane MacDonald,
Fremont, Calif.; Carol Annis, Lafayette,

Alay (2ueen Jane

Calif.; Judy Osterberg, Bellevue;
and Connie Brock, Spokane; the
opening concert of the Greater Spokane Music and Allied Arts Festival
by the College Choir, Oratorio Society and Sinfonietta;
Saturday
Seminars by Drs. Cunningham, Haas
and Cutter; Women's Tea; the 500guest Parent-Student-Faculty
Banquet; plus tennis and baseball competition.

•

Albert Arend, chairman
of the
Board of Trustees of Whitworth College since 1959 and prominent Spokane civic and community leader
since he began in business here in
thc 20's, became Dr. Albert Arend

President Koehler, left, congratulates
board chairman Albert Arend.

this spring when the Trustees decided to present him with an honorary doctor of laws degree because
of "his unswerving dedication and
unselfish service to the school,"
breaking their policy of not honoring one of the Whitworth community. The surprise presentation was
made to Dr. Arend in the Founder's
Day student convocation last February.

scholarships, loans, campus employment and jobs sponsored by the Economic Opportunities Act. Dr. Robert L. McCleery, dean of students)
reported that of the total, $56,000 has
been budgeted for scholarships with
45 percent being alloted for freshmen
and transfer students. Of the total,
$110,000 has been allocated [or 580
part-time campus jobs with an additional $32,000 offered through EOA
jobs. There are also $150,000 of private donor funds and loans available.

•

•

Robert S. Stevenson, president of
Allis-Chalmers, Milwaukee, Wisc.,
and Dr. Robert B. Munger, senior
pastor of the 3800-member University Presbyterian Church, Seattle,
have been named commencement
and baccalaureate speakers, respectively. Stevenson, who last fall presented the college with a portrait of
his father who was president of the
college [rom 1923-1927, started with
Allis-Chalmers in 1933 as a salesman
working his way to the chief executive position. He is also director of
the National 4-H Service Committee, Inc., and a trustee of Thomas
Alva Edison Foundation, Inc. Stevenson is a former Whitworth stu-

•

The Whitworth College Choir has
completed its ninth annual spring
tour season throughout Washington
including 23 concerts in 12 days to
more than 11,000 listeners under the
direction of Professor Milton John-

•

Whitworth College received $5000
from the estate of the late W. L.
McEachran, chairman of the college
Board of Trustees from 1923 to
1959. McEachran,
who died in
1962, was a Spokane business and
civic leader and was honored when
the college named its administration
building McEachran Hall.

•

More than $300,000 has been budgeted for student financial aid for the
1965-66 academic year including

•

Six Whitworth faculty members have
received promotions beginning with
the 1965-66 academic year. Dr. Kenneth Richardson, chairman of the
English Department, was promoted
to full professor of English with the
same advancement being awarded
to Dr. Garland Haas in political
science, Dr. Patricia MacDonald in
psychology and Dr. Howard Redmond in philosophy and religion. Dr.
Jose Alonso, who joined the faculty
in 1963 in the Spanish department,
was promoted to associate professor
and Albert C. Gunderson, new last
year, became assistant professor of
speech and drama .

son. The Choir, accompanied by the
String Sinfonietta, presented the
Northwest premiere of Samuel Barber's "Prayers of Kierkegaard" and
also sang Bach's double motet "Sing
Ye," and the complete "Lord Nelson
Mass" by Haydn.

1965 Whitworth

Choir

Stevenson

Munger

dent. Dr. Munger, who was honored
by Whitworth with an honorary doctor of divinity degree in 1947, had
served large pastorates in South Hollywood and Berkeley, Calif., before
going to Seattle in 1962. Dr. and
Mrs. Munger spent four weeks in
Brazil in January of this year as he
addressed the meeting of the Brazilian Mission and also the Spiritual
Emphasis Week at the Spanish Language Institute at San Jose, Costa
Rica. Munger is a Whitworth trustee and has two daughters enrolled
here.

COMING

EVENTS

JUNE 5
Class Reunion Luncheon

JUl'<E 27-JULY 3
Luther League Leadership Seminar

Leavitt Dining Hall, 12:00 noon
Alumni College

JULY 26-SEPTEMBER 2
Second Session Whitworth Summer Classes

Dixon Hall 214, 1: 30 p.m.
Commencement

Banquet

Leavitt Dining Hall, 6: 30 p.m.
AUGUST 2-6
27th National Presbyterian Mariner's Cruise

JUNE 6
Baccalaureate

AUGUST

Cowles Auditorium, 10: 00 a.m.
Commencement

15-20

Washington State Physical Education Workshop

Cowles Auditorium, 2: 30 p.m.
AUGUST 23-27
American Lutheran Confirmation Seminar

JUNE 14-JULY 23
First Session Whitworth Summer Classes

JUNE

AUGUST 28-29
Fifth Annual Laymen's Rally of Methodist Men

14-18

Washington State High School Coaches Clinic
SEPTEMBER

17

Fall Semester Classes Begin

JUNE 21-25
United Presbyterian Synod of Washington-Alaska

JUNE 25-27
Luther League

NOT BY MIGHT
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by Alfred O. Gray

The first comprehensive
1890/1965
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Whitworth College is just
off the press. Author Gray's
revelation of Whitworth's
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distinguished educational
contributions
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